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NOTICE TO CLT PARTICIPANTS AND EDUCATORS

This is a contract. By using these materials, you accept all the terms and conditions of this Agreement. This Agreement
covers all Leader’s Guides, Student Guides, and instructional resources included in the Continuing Lay Training (CLT)
website.

Upon your acceptance of this Agreement, Continuing Lay Training grants to you a nonexclusive license to use these
curricular materials provided that you agree to the following:

1. USE OF THE MODULES.
e You may distribute educational materials in electronic form to students or other educational providers.

e You may make and distribute electronic or paper copies to students for the purpose of instruction, as long as
each copy contains this Agreement and the same copyright and other proprietary notices pertaining to the
Module. If you download the educational materials from the Internet or similar online source, you must include
the CLT notice for the Module with any online distribution and on any media you distribute that includes the
educational content.

e You may translate, adapt, and/or modify the examples and instructional resources for the purpose of making
the instruction culturally relevant to your students. However, you must agree that you will not sell these
modified materials without express, written permission from CLT.

2. COPYRIGHT.

The material is owned by CLT and is protected by United States Copyright Law and International Treaty provisions.
Except as stated above, this Agreement does not grant you any intellectual property rights in the Module.

3. RESTRICTIONS.

e You may not sell copies of these educational materials in any form except to recover the minimum reproduction
cost of electronic media or photocopy expense.

¢ You may not modify the wording or original intent of the educational material for commercial use.

THANK YOU

Continuing Lay Training would like to thank Clergy Development for granting permission to modify and adapt their
course of study materials for our educational purposes. Their willingness to partner with us is sincerely appreciated.
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How Do We Disciple Lost Persons until
They Repent and Believe in Jesus?

SESSION OVERVIEW

“BAPTIZING” NON-BELIEVERS IN CHRISTLIKE
CHARACTER, ACTIONS, AND WORDS

THE CORE OF OUR FAITH AND LIFE IS TO
LOVE GOD AND LOVE OTHERS.

COMPASSIONATE OUTREACH REVEALS
GOD’S LOVE FOR HUMANITY.

STRATEGIC IN FOCUSING PRAYER ON A FEW
NON-BELIEVERS

PRAYER IS AN ESSENTIAL PART OF
DISCIPLESHIP.

PRAYER IS THE BEDROCK UPON WHICH ALL
OTHER MINISTRY EFFORTS ARE BUILT.

LISTENING TO, ENCOURAGING AND HELPING
A FEW NON-BELIEVERS CONNECT WITH
JESUS

THE EARLY DISCIPLES WITNESSED OUT OF
GRATITUDE FOR WHAT CHRIST HAD DONE.

WE MOVE BEYOND WITNESS TO SHARING
THE FACTS OF THE GOSPEL.

WE INVEST IN SEVERAL LOST PERSONS UNTIL
THEY COME TO BELIEVE IN JESUS.

APPLICATION

REVIEW QUESTIONS

DISCUSSION GUIDE FOR MENTOR AND
PARTICIPANT

LEARNER OBJECTIVES

At the end of this session, you should:
e Be demonstrating love for God and others

e Be committed to compassionate outreach

e Be engaged in focused prayer for a few non-believers
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Introduction to How Do We
Disciple Lost Persons until They
Repent and Believe in Jesus?

INTRODUCTION

We have already pointed out that Nazarene Discipleship International (NDI) endeavors to carry out the Great
Commission to children, youth, and adults in preparation for a lifelong journey of being and making Christlike
disciples. It is important for each Christ-follower to be engaged in this Journey. Thus, as Christians, we need to be
highly committed to guiding lost persons to become Christ-followers. Hal Perkins’ book Walk with Me challenges me
to ask searching questions like: “In my daily walk with Jesus, am | ‘baptizing’ non-believers in Christlike character,
actions, and words? Am | strategic in focusing prayer on a few non-believers? Am | listening to, encouraging and
helping a few non-believers connect with Jesus?”

Please read chapters 5 and 6 of Hal Perkins’ book Walk with Me in preparation for this session.
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SESSION 3: HOW DO WE DISCIPLE LOST PERSONS

UNTIL THEY REPENT AND BELIEVE IN JESUS?

NOTES

“BAPTIZING” NON-BELIEVERS IN CHRISTLIKE CHARACTER,
ACTIONS, AND WORDS

As disciples who go where Jesus guides, we are commissioned to be “baptizing”
and “teaching.” This implies not only dipping new believers in water but also
intentionally immersing both believers and non-believers in the love of Jesus.
Christ-followers are holy ‘in Christ’ because Christ is holy. We walk with Jesus,
experiencing His transformation in our lives and endeavoring to imitate Him.
Because God is love, love becomes our trademark as His holy people. We who
“live in love” also “live in God,” and God “lives in us” (1 John 4:13-15).

THE CORE OF OUR FAITH AND LIFE IS TO
LOVE GOD AND LOVE OTHERS

One of our Nazarene Discipleship International (NDI) core principles (see NDI
Bylaws) is “authentic relationships.” When we know we are unconditionally loved
by God and unconditionally loved by one another, unity in the Body of Christ
results. This unconditional love knows no cultural, generational, or structural
bounds. However, this unconditional love is made possible only through the
working of the Holy Spirit. When we deeply care for one another, we discover
just how rich our identity is in Christ, and spiritual growth results. As we
experience these loving relationships we are enabled to walk the path of holiness
because we receive both encouragement and loving correction along the way.
These Spirit-enabled relationships are necessary as we support one another in
living a fully surrendered and Spirit-filled life.

COMPASSIONATE OUTREACH REVEALS
GOD’S LOVE FOR HUMANITY

Another one of our Nazarene Discipleship International (NDI) core principles
(see NDI Bylaws) is “compassionate outreach.” God's compassionate and
redemptive love is foundational to discipleship, and it is the appropriate
motivation for Christian outreach. God is continually reaching out to prepare
people’s hearts to receive salvation. It is a disciple’s care for non-believers, both
local and global, that places a face and hand to God'’s grace and love. Therefore,
a disciple’s authentic and loving relationship with non-believers is essential to
communicating the beauty of God’s grace and salvation.
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NOTES

Outreach is every disciple’s calling. Every disciple, faithfully living and loving like
Jesus, is to be engaged in nurturing genuine relationships with others. Through a
disciple’s prayerful and compassionate action, God is reaching out and preparing
hearts to receive salvation. When disciples are such in relationships with non-
believers, they are obeying Jesus’ command to go into all of creation to proclaim
the good news (Mark 16:15).

STRATEGIC IN FOCUSING PRAYER ON A FEW NON-BELIEVERS

Two remarkable practices characterized the early Christians—they were people
of prayer, and they were led by the Holy Spirit. The book of Acts reveals to us the
early history of the Church. The early church life is shown in an atmosphere of
prayer. There are nearly 3 dozen references to prayer in Acts. In conjunction with
prayer, it is important to recognize the openness of Christians to hear the Holy
Spirit's prompting. Most of the references to divine leadership in Acts are related
to evangelistic witness or strategy. The place of prayer would cause them to
place themselves before God, to be searched and purified by the Holy Spirit. The
place of prayer would keep the presence of God real in their lives.

PRAYER IS AN ESSENTIAL PART OF DISCIPLESHIP

Prayer is one of the core principles of Nazarene Discipleship International (NDI).
In its purest form, prayer is communicating with and responding to God. Prayer
was expressly modeled by Jesus who taught His disciples to pray. Jesus’ disciples
were then instructed to teach each following generation of disciples to pray. The
Scriptures reveal that intentional and consistent prayer nurtures and develops
our relationships with both God and others, enabling us to see and experience
God'’s activities through His prevenient, saving and sanctifying grace.

PRAYER IS THE BEDROCK UPON WHICH ALL
OTHER MINISTRY EFFORTS ARE BUILT

As we pray, God inspires us to be actively engaged in the world. Through prayer,
we participate in the Holy Spirit’s transforming power, both for ourselves and for
our neighbor.

Prayer guides us to spiritual success. By deepening our relationship with God
through prayer, we experience the Holy Spirit’s guidance and find greater
measures of spiritual growth and direction. Through intentional, specific, and
consistent prayer, the Body of Christ becomes the eyes, hands, and feet of the
Savior.
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Christ-followers need to ask the Holy Spirit to guide them to pre-believers.

NOTES Then we need to pray for and care for these pre-believers. This is referred to

as friendship evangelism. All of Jesus’ disciples are called to it and empowered
by the Holy Spirit to do it. The Holy Spirit helps us build bridges of love and
friendship, often built on common needs (such as in the family or at work) or
common interests (such as sports or hobbies). Prayerfully, we can introduce pre-
believers to Christian friends, the church, and to Christ.

LISTENING TO, ENCOURAGING AND HELPING A
FEW NON-BELIEVERS CONNECT WITH JESUS

Charles “Chic” Shaver offers a number of good suggestions that help us guide
non-believers to Jesus. In his book The Bible Speaks to Me about My Witness, he
reminds us that while we are eager to share our faith and build relationships
with others, in doing so we have to follow the scriptural mandate to be as wise
as serpents and as harmless as doves. We need to be alert to some common
situations and remain above compromise. Many Christians are afraid to witness
because they don’t know how to handle the social barriers between themselves
and non-Christians.

The Bible calls us to maintain separation from the world (James 1:27 and

4:4), while calling us to love, witness to, and win the ungodly to Christ. The
implications of the call of Jesus to be “fishers of men” (Mark 1:17) is that to catch
fish, you have to go to where the fish are. When we are committed to witnessing
to the lost and winning them to Christ, the Holy Spirit goes before us. He
prepares people. He works in their lives and relationships. Witnessing was God's
idea before it was ours. God yearns for restored relationship with these people
even more than we do. The Holy Spirit is the Master Evangelist in the world.
While we speak to a person’s ears what Jesus means to us, the Holy Spirit speaks
to the person’s heart.

THE EARLY DISCIPLES WITNESSED OUT OF
GRATITUDE FOR WHAT CHRIST HAD DONE

Shaver also reminds us that while our responsibility and obedience to Christ’s
command are vital, our hearts today also have to be full to overflowing with
gratitude in order for us to be able to effectively witness with the right attitudes.
The vine and branches teaching in John 15 speaks of reproduction only as there
is moment-by-moment sustenance from the source. Furthermore, although

we are all called to witness to other people and help guide them to Christ, this

is a process. Like a plant, it begins with a seed that is watered, nourished, and
nurtured along until harvest finally happens. Sometimes we have different roles
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NOTES

to play in that process. Whenever we help one person to come one step closer to
Christ, we have pleased God. You may be the witness who leads that person to
Christ, or you may be the witness who plants the seed. Let's remember that any
spiritual progress is good, and we have glorfied God.

WE MOVE BEYOND WITNESS TO SHARING
THE FACTS OF THE GOSPEL

As Shaver also affirms, we must move on with our witness to sharing the facts of
the gospel. Certain basic truths need to be heard and understood. These basic
truths include grace, humanity, sin, God, Christ, faith and repentance. But as
Shaver observes, “The best witnessing occasions are not usually spontaneously
just bursting forth with our faith.” Instead, it is important for us to prepare
ourselves ahead of time so we are ready to walk through the doors that the Holy
Spirit opens.

LET'S INVEST IN SEVERAL LOST PERSONS
UNTIL THEY COME TO BELIEVE IN JESUS

Would you share with others how you are investing in those who still need

to find Jesus? Each of us has our particular area of ministry that provides the
context of our finding new disciples. Would you share ways you are engaging the
lost in your context?
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APPLICATION

NOTES

Read chapter 5 of Hal Perkins’ book Walk with Me. Reflect on the question:
What is the disciplemaker’s role?

How well are you doing in informal “baptizing”? How well are you doing in
strategic “baptizing”?

Read chapter 6 of Hal Perkins’ book Walk with Me. Reflect on the question:
What is the disciple maker’s role?

How can we be discipled by Jesus?

Go to the Way, Truth & Life videos and watch the “Seeking Grace” video
(10:07 duration) and continue to think about discipleship as a Journey of
Grace with Jesus. Then, describe God’s “Seeking Grace” for you.
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EXAM

NOTES

1.

It is not important for each Christ-follower to be engaged in a lifelong
journey of being and making Christlike disciples.

A. True

B. False

Which of the following is NOT true about “baptizing” non-believers in
Christlike character, actions and words?

A. In my daily walk with Jesus, | can “baptize” non-believers in Christlike
character.

In my daily walk with Jesus, | can immerse others in the love of Jesus.
In my daily walk with Jesus, | can imitate Jesus.

In my daily walk with Jesus, | can be one of God'’s holy people.

| do not need to abide in God.

mooOw

The core of our Christian faith and life is to love God and love others.
A. True
B. False

Which of the following is true about being strategic in focusing prayer on a
few non-believers?

A. We must be led by the Holy Spirit.

B. Prayer causes us to place ourselves before God, to be searched and
purified by the Holy Spirit.

Prayer keeps the presence of God real in our lives.

All of the above (A, B, and C)

E. None of the above

o O

Compassionate outreach reveals God'’s love for humanity.
A. True
B. False

How is prayer an essential part of discipleship?

A. Prayer is communicating with and responding to God.

B. Prayer was expressly modeled by Jesus, who taught His disciples to pray.

C. Jesus' disciples were then instructed to teach each following generation
of disciples to pray.

D. Intentional and consistent prayer nurtures and develops our relationships
with both God and others.
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NOTES

E.

All of the above (A, B, C and D)

7. Prayeris not essential for all of our other ministry efforts.

A.
B.

True
False

8. Which of the following is true about listening to, encouraging and helping a

10.

few non-believers connect with Jesus?

A
B.

C.

D.

The Bible calls us to love, witness to, and win the ungodly to Christ.
When we are committed to witnessing to the lost and winning them to
Christ, the Holy Spirit goes before us.

God yearns for restored relationship with lost people even more than we
do.

While we speak to a person’s ears what Jesus means to us, the Holy
Spirit speaks to the person’s heart.

All of the above (A, B, C and D)

The early disciples witnessed out of gratitude for what Christ had done.

A
B.

True
False

Which of the following is NOT true about moving beyond witness to sharing
the facts of the gospel?

A.
B.

C.

Certain basic truths need to be heard and understood.

The best witnessing occasions are not usually spontaneously just
bursting forth with our faith.

It is not important to prepare ourselves ahead of time.

We need to be ready to walk through the doors that the Holy Spirit
opens.

Some basic truths of the gospel include grace, humanity, sin, God, Christ,
faith, and repentance.
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DISCUSSION GUIDE FOR MENTOR AND PARTICIPANT

NOTES

Be prepared to discuss the following with your mentor:

1. How well am | doing in my daily walk with Jesus? Am | “baptizing” non-
believers in Christlike character, actions, and words?

2. How well am | “baptizing” non-believers with my actions?
3. How well am | “baptizing” non-believers with my words?

4. How strategic am | in focusing prayer on a few non-believers? Who are some
of those | am praying for?

5. Am |l agood listener?

6. Am |l agood encourager?
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