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The Discipleship Place is grateful for the following individuals who were principal contributors to the Lay Ministry Courses. 

COMMUNICATING THE GOSPEL IN A PLURALISTIC WORLD

The principal contributor for this module is Dr. Al Truesdale. Dr. Truesdale received an AB degree from Trevecca Nazarene 
College (now University), a BD degree from Nazarene Theological Seminary, and a PhD degree from Emory University. He 
has had pastoral experience in North Carolina, Georgia, and Massachusetts. He served on the faculty of Eastern Nazarene 
College, Olivet Nazarene University, and Nazarene Theological Seminary. He served as academic dean of Olivet Nazarene 
University and Nazarene Theological Seminary. He also served as interim academic dean and interim president of Eastern 
Nazarene College.

Dr. Truesdale is a prolific writer, authoring many books and magazine articles. He has also co-authored and co-edited 
several publications, and contributed chapters to many books. Recent works include: When You Can’t Pray: Finding Hope 
When You’re Not Experiencing God and A Charge to Keep: Telling the Story in a Pluralistic World (publication pending). Dr. 
Truesdale’s research interests include philosophy of religion in modern novels, world religions, bioethics, and the problem of 
evil.

Dr. Truesdale and Esther reside in Seabrook, South Carolina. They have three daughters, Elizabeth, Rebecca, and Brenda, 
and two grandchildren, Suzy and Joshua.

EXPLORING JOHN WESLEY’S THEOLOGY

The principal contributor for this module is Dr. Diane Leclerc. Dr. Leclerc is professor of Historical Theology and Homiletics 
at Northwest Nazarene University where she has taught since 1998. She is an ordained clergy in the Church of the 
Nazarene and has pastored two congregations, in Maine and in Idaho. She received a Bachelor of Arts in religion from 
Eastern Nazarene College, a Master of Divinity degree from Nazarene Theological Seminary, and both her Master of 
Philosophy and Doctor of Philosophy degrees from Drew University.

She has published articles in the Wesleyan Theological Journal and has contributed to two books, including Heart Religion in 
the Methodist Tradition and Related Movements. Her full-length book, Singleness of Heart: Gender, Sin, and Holiness in Historical 
Respective, won the Wesleyan Theological Society Book of the Year Award in 2002. Leclerc is an active member of the 
Wesleyan Theological Society and the Wesleyan-Holiness Women Clergy Association. She resides in Nampa, Idaho, with 
her husband and son.

EXPLORING NAZARENE HISTORY AND POLITY

The principal contributor for this module is Robert Doyle Smith. Dr. Smith has served as a faculty member at Olivet 
Nazarene University since 1982 and is a professor of theology. 

He was granted a Ph.D. in History of Christianity from Baylor University in 1981. Dr. Smith also holds a Masters of Divinity 
from Nazarene Theological Seminary; and an M.A. and B.A. from Southern Nazarene University. 
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PRACTICING WESLEYAN-HOLINESS SPIRITUAL FORMATION

Though many teachers, students, and editors have given valuable input into this course, the principal creator and writer was 
Wesley D. Tracy. Dr. Tracy has field-tested many of the course materials in classes in North America and in Manila at Asia-
Pacific Nazarene Theological Seminary.

Wesley Tracy has coauthored several books on spiritual formation. The Upward Call: Spiritual Formation and the Holy Life, 
written with Morris Weigelt, Janine Tartaglia, and Dee Freeborn, was published in 1994 by Beacon Hill Press of Kansas 
City and has gone through several printings in English and Spanish. Dr. Tracy was the principal author of Reflecting God, 
a layman’s textbook on spiritual formation published by Beacon Hill Press of Kansas City and the Christian Holiness 
Partnership and sponsored by the 23 supporting denominations of CHP. This book is supported by three other items 
written by Wesley Tracy: The Reflecting God Workbook, Reflecting God Leader’s Guide, and The Reflecting God Journal.

Dr. Tracy holds five higher education degrees, including degrees from Southern Nazarene University, Nazarene Theological 
Seminary, and two doctorates from San Francisco Theological Seminary. He has published more than 1,000 articles and has 
written or coauthored some 25 books. He has served as a pastor, as editor of eight Christian periodicals, and as an educator 
at MidAmerica Nazarene University, Nazarene Theological Seminary, as well as special adult education projects in Europe, 
Latin America, and Asia.

TELLING THE NEW TESTAMENT STORY OF GOD

The principal contributor for this module is C. Jeanne Serrao. Dr. Serrao holds a Ph.D. from Claremont Graduate University. 
She is currently associate professor of religion at Mount Vernon Nazarene University in Mount Vernon, OH, USA.

Previously, Dr. Serrao has taught at Azusa Pacific University, Trevecca Nazarene University, European Nazarene College, and 
for the Methodist Course of Study on New Testament, Claremont, California. In addition to her teaching responsibilities, Dr. 
Serrao has been actively involved in Christian ministry serving as an associate pastor, youth pastor, children’s pastor, and a 
Christian school administrator.

TELLING THE OLD TESTAMENT STORY OF GOD

The principal contributor and original author of this manual was Thomas J. King, professor of Old Testament at Nazarene 
Bible College, Colorado Springs, Colorado, USA. Dr. King has served on the NBC faculty since 1996.

Dr. King received a Ph.D. degree in Old Testament from the Graduate Theological Union in 1996. He also holds an M.Div. 
from Brite Divinity School/TCU and a B.A. from Northwest Christian College.

Prior to joining the faculty at NBC, Dr. King served as adjunct lecturer at St. Mary’s College of California, a teaching 
assistant at Pacific School of Religion, and a research assistant at the Jesuit School of Theology and Brite Divinity School. He 
also has three years’ experience as an associate pastor in the Christian church.


